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Deriving the 1920s and 30s, this style 
is Identified by geometric elements and 
vertically oriented designs. While Art 
Deco is seen more in commercial 
properties (think of the Chrysler 
Building) Residential homes can still be 
sporting the typical flat roofs and 
smooth walls, electric decoration and 
materials offer a break from the 
tradition and a taste of modernity.  

One of the oldest American styles still 
popular today, this classic home style 
originated in a colonial New England 
and is known for its dormer windows, 
hardwood floors, and simple pitched 
roof. Usually 1 to 1.5 stories, Cape 
Cods are typically adorned with white 
window trimming and front entrance  
plasters (Rectangular columns) that add 
to their neat, symmetrical layouts. 

Shuttered Windows, Dormers, and 
Columns all contribute to the formal 
symmetry of colonial homes. Old-world 
English ornamentation and steep roofs 
are characteristic of this historical style. 
You will also often find wood shingles, 
front doors with pediment, and double 
chimneys. Front entrance are one of the 
main points of attention if youʼre 
looking for the traditional elegance, a 
colonial home may be for you! 



C O T T A G E
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Open Floor Plans that integrate the 
yard or outdoor space are a unique 
quality of contemporary residences and 
flaunt much natural light exposure. 
Large, one-pane windows and 
rectangular shapes stand out in the 
architecture of this style. Contemporary 
homes possess a clean cut appearance 
with elements of modern and industrial 
design. 

When coming across this classic type of home, two 
words come to mind: Cozy and Homey. The 
individualistic cottage style home possesses a 
unique charm and allure to homeowners. While no 
one is the same, they are typically modest and easy 
to maintain because of their compact size. Many 
are adorned front porches, small windows, and 
decorative stone/brick work. Decorative trimming, 
intricate craftsmanship, and personal touches make 
these homes one of a kind. 

Say hello to American classic, beginning in 
the early 1900ʼs Bungalow, and craftsman 
homes gained prominence, recognized for 
their efficient floor plans and 1 to 1.5 story 
living, broad front porches supported by 
thick, sloped columns and gabled overhangs 
are some of their distinguishing and 
charming features. Low-pitched roofs and 
long vertical panes on the windows and 
doors are also characteristic of this popular 
style. 
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Originating in conical times, this type 
of residential architecture hold its roots 
in stability and practicality, styled with 
the elements of traditional, rural 
America in mind. Front porches and 
wood-frame construction are two 
major characteristics. Functionality and 
comfort work symbolically to create 
the farmhouse charm. These houses 
are typically seen influenced by or in 
tandem with another architectural 
style.  

Steep roofs, brick/stone exteriors, 
and balconies and parapets 
characterize these homes. Designed 
in the style of rural French manor 
homes, the French provincial style 
sports copper trimming and slate 
roofs, and is often seen in tandem 
with lush landscaping and stone 
walkways. These homes pair 
elegance and countryside. 

This formal, regal homes evokes 
styles reminiscent of southern 
plantations and Ancient Greek 
architecture. Except to see tall 
columns, simple moldings, and 
shuttered windows. Symmetric floor 
plans and a white, wooden 
exterior are both staple features of 
Greek revival homes. 



I ta l iana te  arch i tec tu re  jo ined  the  
ranks  o f  res iden t ia l  s ty le  beg inn ing  in  
the  m id -1800s .  Des igned w i th  the  
f la re  o f  t rad i t iona l  I ta l ian  v i l la s ,  t hey  
are  typ ica l l y  adorned w i th  ta l l ,  
rounded w indows ,  co lumned and 
se tback  en t ryways ,  and s lop ing  
roo f s .  The  s ty le  i s  s imp le ,  ye t  bu i l t  
fo r  longev i ty  w i th  br i ck  or  s tone  
wa l l s .  Ta l l  ch imneys  and cupo las  are  
a l so  d i s t i nc t  fea tu res .
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ITALIANATE             

Made popular by architect guru Frank 
Lloyd Wright in the early 1900s, the 
prairie style is distinguished by low-
slung roofs, horizontal lines, and rows 
of windows. The materials used in the 
building are typically simple; brick, 
stone, concrete and most possess an 
open interior layout. Overhanging 
eaves, are a distinct characteristic of 
prairie homes. 

Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian 
influences all join together in the 
Mediterranean style home. Red 
Tiled roofs are a distinctive 
characteristic of these homes, 
along with arches and stucco 
walls. Sharing features with 
Italianate architecture, 
Mediterranean homes boast 
ornate craftsmanship and 
detailed decoration. 



T o w n h o u s e

R a n c h

S p a n i s h
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Townhouses can be attached to 
adjacent houses or freestanding. They 
are at least 2 stories which are 
designed in a “ stacked-like” fashion 
and typically come with a small, 
compact yard of some sort, either out 
back or surrounding the front 
walkway. Some modern townhouses 
exist as a part of a complex or division 
of townhouse, while others are found 
in smaller clusters. 

Made popular by Spanish settlers in 
North America, this style of home is a 
culmination of old-world European 
flair and the historical qualities of 
classic Spanish missions. Arched 
corridors and clay-titled roofs are 
reminiscent of the traditional, and 
electric style, rounded windows, 
square pillars, and stucco walls that 
mimic adobe  construction can all be 
found in this revival home. 

An American classic for over 80 years, 
ranch homes are best known for their 
one-story floor plans and low-pitched 
roofs. Originating from the west, they 
became popular in the 1950's and 
1960's and have enjoyed a booming 
resurgence in the past decade. 
Decorative elements are typically minimal 
and attached garages are common. 
Ranch homes are perfect for single-family 
living and great for those who have 
trouble with accessibility. 



V i c t o r i a n

T u d o r
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Fanciful architecture and steep-
pitched, varied roof lines contribute 
to the majestic aura of the 
Victorian home. Eaves, Turrets and 
ornately crafted decorations are all 
typical of this historical style. You 
may also find wrap around 
porches, vivid coloring, and 2-3 
story asymmetric floor plans. 

Distinct decoration, trimming, and 
design set traditional, English Tudor 
homes apart from the rest. They 
typically possess steep, gabled roof 
and are dressed with rows of narrow 
windows and a characteristic archway 
entrance. Their outer architecture is 
usually half brick or stone and half 
stucco with timber framing. 




